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For Gwyneth Watrous, starting college at 
age 14 was the normal course of events.  Even 
at such a young age, she found college to be 
a fun and exciting endeavor, and she took full 
advantage of every opportunity.

Gwyneth, who was home-schooled, had 
a big advantage.  She was following in the 

Criminal Justice Grad  
Is Martial Arts Expert

Ed Yuncza, a 1992 graduate of the Crimi-
nal Justice program, has made a name for 
himself in martial arts.  Yuncza, who earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Rider University, owns 
E.Y. Martial Arts & Self-Defense Concepts in 
Lawrenceville, teaching students ages three and 
up.  He holds a black belt in both Taekwondo 
and Karate.

He has contributed six articles to Black 
Belt magazine, including his most recent ar-
ticle, “Spin Master, the Turning Techniques in 
Taekwondo,” in the December 2005 issue.  He 
has trained in martial arts since 1984 and has 
taught since 1991.  He also competes in local 
and regional tournaments.

Visually Impaired Student Leads the Way at Mercer
When Cassandra Jeanlor began taking classes at Mercer in 1994, 

she was an adult student juggling a job and a family.  But she had an-
other obstacle – she was legally blind.

A native of Haiti, Jeanlor came to the United States in the 1980s.  
Recognizing that she needed more education, she set out to get her 
GED at Mercer.  Accomplishing that goal, her next step was much big-
ger – she enrolled in college-level courses.  “I originally thought I would 
earn a one-year certificate for an administrative or computer-related 
job,” she said.  “But my counselor, Fred Weiner, encouraged me to go 
further.”

Jeanlor encountered early obstacles, noting that many MCCC staff 
members and instructors were inexperienced in dealing with students 
with visual disabilities.  “I had to educate some of them and let them 
know I was capable,” she said.  “I had to fight, but I always did it in a 
nice, positive way.  We learned together.” Jeanlor remains in touch with 

many MCCC staffers including Weiner, transfer counselor Laurene Jones, and career services spe-
cialist Gail LaFrance.

Weiner noted that he worked closely with Jeanlor. “We strived for and in most cases achieved 
the necessary accommodations that enabled her to succeed.”  These included time extensions on 
some assignments and having exams read to her, as well as the use of the auxiliary aids available 
at the time.

“Once given the opportunity,” Weiner continued, “Cassandra succeeded beyond our wildest 
dreams.  She is an intelligent and determined young woman.  She never allowed her visual disabil-
ity to interfere with her progress.  She set her standards high and remains an exemplary role model 
for all students.”

A Dean’s List student, Jeanlor graduated from Mercer with a degree in Humanities in 1997.  
She then continued her education at Rutgers, graduating in 2001 with a degree in Social Work 
and French Literature, even journeying to Paris to complete coursework.  She then went on for her 
master’s, earning her degree in Social Work in 2003.

After three years as a social service coordinator with Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey, 
Jeanlor began a new position this fall that she is ideally suited for – working as a career develop-
ment specialist for the New Jersey Commission for the Blind.  There she helps other visually im-
paired people with job placements in seven New Jersey counties and serves as their liaison in the 
business community.

Jeanlor credits her inner strength with helping her achieve her goals.  “I have had obstacle 
after obstacle,” she said.  “But I rise above them.”  She is pleased with the pioneering role she 
played in easing the way for other visually impaired students at Mercer, pointing to several oth-
ers who followed her, including Jean Wallenstein Milford, a 2002 Mercer grad who was student 
speaker at Commencement.  

Nobody is prouder of Jeanlor than her three children, a son aged 15 and daughters aged 14 
and 6.  “They come to me for help with their school work, especially in math,” she said.  “I am 
proud to be able to help them.”

Cassandra Jeanlor

All four home-schooled Watrous siblings attended MCCC as teens and went on to achieve 
honors at four-year colleges.  From left are Vivienne, 21, Gwyneth, 22, David, 24, and Abby, 26.

Bridging the Gap for a Home-Schooled Family
footsteps of her two older siblings, who had 
successfully catapulted from Mercer to their 
universities of choice, where they earned high 
honors.

A Mathematics major at Mercer, Gwyneth 
earned 56 credits by the time she turned 18, 
and achieved a grade point average of 3.78 out 

of a possible 4.0.  After transferring to Florida’s 
Eckerd College, she graduated in May of 2005 
with a B.S. in Biochemistry.

Now taking a year off from her studies, 
Gwyneth is gaining some valuable hands-on ex-
perience that will help her achieve her goal of 
becoming a veterinarian.  In August she arrived 
in Kenya where, through a Christian mission or-
ganization, she is spending six months working 
with native veterinarians on cattle care.  “I am 
interested in working in developing countries 
after vet school, doing standard, basic care,” 
she said.  “It’s important because if their cattle 
die, a family loses its income.”

While she has fond memories of all her 
Mercer courses, Gwyneth especially remem-
bers two classes that really helped her succeed. 
“At Eckerd, people liked the way I did presenta-
tions, and I give the credit to Kathy Paluscio 
and her speech class.  My sister Vivienne also 
took Kathy’s course and she was one of the 
finalists in a speech competition,” she said.  Re-
calling her study skills class with Library Servic-
es Director Pam Price, she said, “It was one of 
the most helpful classes I took.  It really taught 
me time management skills.”

While overseas, Gwyneth is keeping in 
close touch with her siblings.  Her sister Abby, a 
2000 Mercer graduate who went on to earn an 
engineering degree from Rice University, is now 
in a master’s program at the University of Colo-
rado.  Her brother David, who earned 78 credits 
from Mercer, graduated from Lafayette College 
with a major in neuroscience and a minor in 
East Asian studies, and will be leaving to teach 
English in Korea in May.  Her younger sister, 
Vivienne, who earned 64 Mercer credits, is now 
studying at Samford University in Alabama.

Perhaps all four siblings would agree with 
Gwyneth’s comment that “the teachers at Mer-
cer are fabulous.  They are excited and happy 
to be teaching, and if you want to learn, they 
are there for you.”




